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HOT IN THE CITIES MELBOURNE
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Art and soul
After a two-year transformation the 
19th-century Collingwood Technical 
School is set to shimmer this summer 
as Collingwood Yards, the city’s newest 
arts and culture hotspot. Home to artist 
studios and independent organisations 
from record labels to galleries, over the 
summer months there will be video pro-
jections (Thursday-Sunday) by resident 
artists, open studios and 
exhibitions, and night mar-
kets on the last Saturday of 
each month. There’s fine 
food, natural wines and 
live-streamed radio at 
Hope St Radio and a new 
rooftop bar, Runner Up, in 
an old caretaker’s cottage 
above Johnston Street 
serving up drinks and DJ 
sets with sunset views over 
the inner city. 
collingwoodyards.org

In the pink
The National Gallery of 
Victoria’s annual architec-
tural installation has transformed its inter-
nal garden into a pink wading pool where 
gallery goers are welcome to cool off over 
summer. Designed by architects Taylor 
Knights and artist James Carey, Pond[er] is 
a reflection pool of sorts, prompting visitors 
to consider our fragile ecology. Inspired by 
Victoria’s colourful salt lakes and fringed by 
Indigenous gardens, it’s a magical spot for a 
break between viewings of the NGV’s col-

lection and its summer blockbuster, Ga-
brielle Chanel: Fashion Manifesto, showcas-
ing pieces from the designer’s influential 
career (with bonus free audio guide by 
Tilda Swinton). 
ngv.vic.gov.au

Love all
Melbourne’s never more alive than when 
the tennis comes to town. The combin-
ation of (usually) great weather, crowded 
streets and the chance to spot some of 
the world’s top athletes lends the city a 
carnival atmosphere for the fortnight of 
the Australian Open, January 17-30. 
After being banned last year due to 

Covid fears, spectators will return to Mel-
bourne Park to find special attractions such 
as a “beach” – complete with sunlounges, 

bathing boxes and big screen – at 
Garden Square, and renowned 
chefs such as Ben Shewry and 
Scott Pickett serving up meals 
courtside. 
ausopen.com 

Song and dance
 Last year’s inaugural Live at the 
Bowl program of Covid-safe per-
formances returns this summer to 
the Sidney Myer Music Bowl with 
an all-ages line-up of shows. An-
chored by the Melbourne Sym-
phony Orchestra’s free concert 
series (a staple of the city since 
1929), the 2022 program includes 
big-name concerts (London 

Grammar, Flight Facilities, Crowded 
House), daytime and night-time dance par-
ties and even Shaun the Sheep’s Circus 
Show, a family-friendly original – it’s 
Shaun’s first outing in an open-air theatre – 
to kick off festivities in January. 
liveatthebowl.com.au
KENDALL HILL

Centre Court, Melbourne Park, top; NGV 
installation Pond[er], above
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